MEN OF POWER
of their members they attacked Fox and his followers
at Ulverston.    Fox, refusing to meet violence with
violence, was beaten terribly; but, after he regained con-
sciousness, he felt moved to walk again through the
town.    A soldier said to him, "Sir, I see you are a
man!"   Fox replied that the Lord's power was over all,
In general, Fox found himself in conflict with the
Puritans because of their Calvinistic doctrine of human
depravity and their dependence upon the strong arm of
the state; with the Established Church because of its
corruption and moral impotence; with the Papists be-
cause of their theory of external authority; and with
the Ranters and other sects of similar nature because
they felt themselves above moral obligation.   He did
not seek argument, but once involved in it he never
pulled his punches.   Few "priests" had temerity to cross
verbal swords with him.   It was much easier to give him
a physical beating, for they knew Fox would not use
force.
The crudest of his persecutions came from the civil
authorities, and they continued throughout his life.
The charges brought against him in the courts were for
refusing to take the oath, wearing his hat in court, and
refusing to pay tithes to support the Established
Church, To do any of these things he held would be
inconsistent with his intention to follow Christ literally.
Christ had said: "Swear not at all ... but let your
communication be. Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever
is more than these cometh of evil" Therefore Fox
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